
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – 13 September 2022 
Waupaca County Courthouse – LL43 

 
Chairman Bosquez called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. and read the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Supervisors Pete Bosquez, Sue Golding (zoom), and John Miller were present. Also, present, Ann 
Casamassa from the Parks Department, Steve Rawson (public).  Jack Spierings and Jake Timm were absent. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Miller, seconded by Golding to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Golding, seconded by Miller to approve the 2 Aug 2022 
minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  Bosquez opened the floor to public comment or correspondence, there 
was none.    
 
Indian Crossing Park- Discuss request to rename park:  

 Bosquez explained the request to rename Indian Crossing Park as a dedication had not advanced. He 
explained the realized need to change the name to remove the culturally insensitive nature of the 
current name. He suggested a name change to “Pale Water Crossing”, one of the three meanings of 
the indigenous word Waupaca, as an alternative.  

 Discussion by Miller and Bosquez continued on the potential effects the name would have with regard 
to the local residents, area maps, and local lake organizations. Miller raised concerns about the name 
change and potential confusion that may result.  

 Bosquez stated the importance to move forward with the change. He felt it was the correct thing to do 
regardless of potential repercussions and that it is likely an unavoidable change. He stated favoring a 
proactive change.  

 Miller suggested The Crossings as an alternative name that would change the name minimally, still 
remove the insensitive aspects of the current name.   

 Bosquez, Miller and Golding discussed Pale Water Crossing, Limekiln Crossing, and The Crossings, as 
alternatives names.  

 Bosquez stated a need to offer information about the history of the site or area, suggesting a potential 
sign to explain this.  

 Miller questioned whether the Township should be contacted for feedback or input, speculating the 
potential to utilize their membership communications to choose a name.  

 Bosquez stated concern in making the decision a bigger issue than it is, and the likelihood that there 
are going to be individuals that disagree with the renaming. He expressed concern in involving more 
agencies as that increases the potential for negative reaction and attention from outside of the area. 

 Miller and Bosquez continued to discuss the best way to keep the change as non-confrontational as 
possible.  

 Miller expressed his opinion that keeping the name as close to the original would be least disruptive, 
The Crossing did that.  

 Golding expressed agreement that a simple change might be best and could go unnoticed.  

 Bosquez stated looking at this as a public relations opportunity, and that Limekiln Crossing might be 
better for users and parks staff.  

 Casamassa explained the benefit to using the lake name in the naming of the park as it added a 
reference point for staff and users to better direct and explain where the park is within the Chain O’ 
Lakes.  

 Bosquez recommended checking with Corp. Counsel to ensure the committee could make a name 
change and if a resolution would be needed to make the change at the county board level. 



 

 

 Miller suggested contacting the lake organizations to get the word out about the change. He 
recommended and offered to inform Farmington’s town chair, ensuring they were aware of the change 
as soon as possible.  

 Golding agreed that the town officials and lake organizations input is very important. 
 
Motion by Miller, seconded by Golding to change the name of Indian Crossing Park to Limekiln Crossing Park. 
Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Hail damage at Fairgrounds – Update on possible claim: Casamassa explained that the insurance would 
not likely cover any damage done from the hail early this season. The policy only covers hail that penetrates a 
roof. There is a possibility that damages to the gutters may be covered.  
 
2023 budget process update:  Casamassa read from the Park Directors notes: 
Francis reported that at the last Finance meeting, it sounded like the over-all County budget was going to work.  
They are still working out the best approach to employee pay increases – more to come at the next Finance 
meeting.  HR sub-committee is still working out the details on a tiered one-time bonus payment to employees 
that worked during the Covid epidemic.  ARPA funds will be used for this and it will need to be approved by 
Finance then the full County Board.  Tune in to the many Finance meetings on YouTube for details. 
 
Supervisor Report(s):  Conference, Seminar, Convention, and/or Webinars:  Bosquez asked if anyone 
had anything to report, there was nothing.   
 
Projects Update:  Casamassa reported on the following items: 

 County Fair: Despite the rain and some repairs needed during the Fair, the parks made it through another 
year. Pete Taber did an exceptional job handling all of the questions and repairs that came up this year. 
Casamassa also stated that we had received numerous compliments on the grounds and the facilities this 
year, attributing to the work of the staff and some large projects completed prior to Fair. 

 Fairgrounds Winter Storage:  Each fall our department runs a winter storage program. All but a few 
buildings are filled with boats, cars, and campers. Jake Stoeger is running the program this year and is 
handling the hundreds of calls required to schedule appointments. The first three weeks of October our 
staff will begin taking items into storage. 

 County Forest Improvements: Park staff has roughed in two new sections of trail and are starting the 
construction of a small picnic area. The remaining mapping and signs are next. 

 Maple Creek Bridge: Francis’s report stated that a $64,225.00 grant was secured through the Snowmobile 
Council for this project.  It will probably be a couple months before we get the official paperwork – waiting 
on that before getting the final permits and bidding it out.  The bridge is not likely to happen this year. 

 Parks Vehicle: Parks took delivery of a new truck, it will be outfitted by staff as time allows 

 Invasive species control in the parks: Golden Sands Resource Conservation and Development is hosting 
two events at Oakwood Park. September 24 will be a walking tour focused on education that is open to the 
public. October 12th will be a day for students and the local rotary club to learn about invasive species and 
the work going on at the park. 

 
Upcoming meetings:  The next scheduled meeting was set for 9:00 am, 4 October 2022  
 
Adjourn:   Motion by Miller, seconded Golding to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:55 am. 
   
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 



 

 

 


